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tain that he is as stupid and unseeing as Isben meant Helmar to be. 
He deliberately misquotes in his pamphlet (p. 39) or else the German 
sdition differs from the Archer translation, and throughout, his under¬ 
standing of certain beautifully intricate and complicated passages is silly 
in the extreme. He misses, for instance, the significant contrast of physical 
and moral disease in the delicate little scene between Nora and Dr. 
Rank on the subject of Dr. Rank’s spinal complaint, and calls it. a 
flirtation. One would think that the author should have escaped the 
rendering that he gives to the friendship of Dr. Rank and Nora since 
Ibsen causes Mrs. Linden to draw somewhat similar inferences and then 
indicates very plainly how incorrect they are. They are the thoughts 
which would naturally arise in the mind of the superficial observer and 
are a part of the deeper art of the author’s merit to a great genius. For 
a psychiater to interpret them in a manner as shallow as Mrs. Linden’s 
is no credit to his acumen. 

The reviewer feels that Wulffen, like Nordau, has given an abso¬ 
lutely superficial and futile interpretation of Nora’s character, one 
which the casual observer would naturally give but not the rendering 
that Ibsen had in mind if the internal evidence be taken into consideration. 
It is of interest to read, for in few fields of thought can opposing opin¬ 
ions be better supported by their respective adherents. 

Jelliffe. 

Untersuchungen uber die Aetologie der Manie, der periodischen 
Manie und des zirkularen Irreseins, nebst Besprechung 
einzelner Krankheitssymptome. Von Dr. Giovanni Saiz, Volon- 
tar Arzt der Klinik. S. Karger, 1907. M. 5.60. 

This is a contribution from Ziehen’s clinic in Berlin in which the 
point of view of this clinician is maintained. The study is based on 
an analysis of all of the cases of simple, recurrent, and periodic manias 
together with the circulars which had come under observation in the 
Berlin Psychiatric Clinic. The author has paid particular attention to the 
subject of the periodicity of manic attacks and gathered evidence bearing 
on the etiology of periodic attacks. He calls attention to the fact fairly 
well recognized by all, save those who persist in speaking of simple 
mania, that simple attacks of this disorder are extremely rare, and further 
attempts a clearer definition of what constitutes recurrence and what 
periodicity, although realizing that the conditions merge insensibly the 
one into another. He reserves the term recurrent for those cases in 
which the free interval is definitely great, six years being arbitrarily 
assumed as a criterion. 

The conditions at the Charite Clinic are such that a complete history 
of the lives of the patients is impossible, and while many of his cases 
are registered as having but one attack, Saitz adds that it is practically 
certain that this does not represent the true state of affairs and that a one- 
attack mania is an extremely rare condition, i. e., if a strict definition of 
mania be insisted on; mania not being “ excitement ” as it is for so 
many. The great majority of these cases Saitz believes belongs to the 
“ recurrent ” class. 

Saitz’s definition of mania is that of Ziehen. It comprises those 
mental disorders in which there is an elevation of the mood and an in¬ 
crease in the rapidity of associations. Motor unrest, hallucinations and 
delusions may occur, the last being secondary for the most part and 
largely of affective origin; the hallucinations are only accidental accom- 
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paniments of the primary affect disturbance. When the hallucinations 
and delusions come to the fore and are more prominent in the picture, 
the elevation in the mood and increase in idea association occupying a 
secondary role, the term acute hallucinatory paranoia is applicable. When 
in addition to many hallucinations and delusions there remains either a 
primary flight of ideas or a primary elevation in mood, Ziehen would 
term these cases the exalted variety of acute hallucinatory paranoia, thus 
showing a gradual approach on this question to the Kraepelian doctrine. 

The author presents a very interesting and complete historical sum¬ 
mary of the general question of mania and its relations to what is so 
widely accepted as the manic-depressive psychoses. The general clinic 
statistics were for 24,705 patients, of whom 16,123 were men and 8,582 
women. Of this entire group 213, or 0.86 per cent, of the entire admis¬ 
sions, suffered from either acute, recurrent or circular manic states, 88 
acute (simple?) attacks, 51 recurrent and 74 circulars. The author then 
follows out a series of minute statistical analyses which will not permit 
of further recapitulation here. 

On the subject of etiology he rejects the infection doctrine entirely 
and believes that the two important factors are heredity and exhaustion. 
Evidently not enough weight would seem to be put on the clinical differ¬ 
entiation of infection and exhaustion deliria by the Berlin -school, or else 
this statement would not be made. 

The study is an extremely interesting one of a type that is much 
needed in clinical psychiatry. It is to be regretted that more care were not 
taken in tracing out more complete histories, as has been done by so 
many of the Heidelberg School psychiaters. This will have to be done 
in order to determine the limitations of Kraepelin’s group of manic 
depressives. 

Jelliffe. 

Zur Kenntniss der Variabilitat und Vererbung am Zentralnerven- 
system des Menschen und Einiger Saugetiere. Von Dr. J. P. 
Karplus. Privatdozent fitr Psychiatrie und Neurologie, Universitat 
Wien. Franz Deuticke, Leipzig und Wien. 

By reason of the wealth of detail in this research we can outline only 
the chief features touched upon by the author. He has carefully studied 
and compared the external form of the brain, with reference to the 
development and complexity of its external surface in 26 groups of 
human brains, four groups of dogs’ brains, four groups of cats’ brains, 
and three groups of monkeys’ brains. In all of these the brains of two 
or more descendants have been compared with those of the immediate 
ancestor and in some tbe comparisons are made in twins, in triplets, or 
even quadruplets, as in the case of dogs and cats. 

The research is presented as a detailed descriptive analysis of the 
shape, size, angle, depth, etc., of the different fissures, sulci and con¬ 
volutions of the different areas in the brains under observation. The 
medulla and spinal cords are also described. The rich results bearing on 
variability cannot be gained without the time-consuming labor of reading 
pages and pages of these descriptions. 

In general the author shows that there exists, so far as brain struc¬ 
ture is concerned, a distinct family likeness which shows both in the 
general nature of the brain structures and in many of its special peculiari¬ 
ties. He shows that among certain monkeys, Macacus, that variability 
is extreme however, so extreme as to necessitate more detailed study in 



